A glacier is said to be in a state of surge if it has abnormally high velocity and advances very rapidly (10-100 times faster than normal) in a short period of time (lasting few months to a few years). The glacier velocities can be easily assessed using feature-tracking techniques and image correlation algorithms. The applications of multi-source remotely sensed imagery from open source platforms for understanding glacier surges has been discussed in this paper. This paper draws insights for understanding glacier surges in Karakoram region using remote sensing data from two recently published papers (Rashid et al., 2020 . The use of remote sensing data from United States Geological Survey (USGS) and Planet Labs for assessing glacier surface velocity, movement/advance of snout, supraglacial debris cover dynamics and evolution of ice-dammed lake has been discussed.
Specifications
Value of the data
• The data/analysis can contribute towards better understanding of the glacier surges in the Karakorum and other glaciated regions across the world. While the temporal resolution of Landsat data is 16 days, the high resolution Planet images are available at daily time-step.
• Landsat data could be used to track velocity, debris cover distribution, folding and looping of supraglacial moraines twice a month provided the landscapes are not masked by cloud and/or snow.
• The Planet images could be important for tracking snout advance, ice-dammed lake development, dam-breach and infrastructure at risk.
Data description
This section discusses the remotely sensed datasets that were used to track the actively surging Shisper Glacier, Pakistan. These data are related to glacier surface velocity profiles, supraglacial moraine dynamics, snout advance, debris cover changes and evolution of glacial lake throughout the surge of Shisper glacier. The 16-day repeat coverage of Landsat 8 OLI (Spatial resolution: 30 m, PAN: 15 m) available since 2013 can help to precisely track changes on the surface of glacier. These changes could be related to ascertaining the looping and folding of supraglacial moraines, debris cover changes, and dynamics of supraglacial water bodies. The data pertaining to supraglacial moraines dynamics (moraines.rar) and debris cover changes (debris.rar) are provided in the Mendeley data repository. Surface velocity profiles, an important parameter to characterize glacier surge, for Shisper Glacier between January 2018 and September 2019 were quantified using the image correlation algorithm. The surface velocity profiles of Shisper Glacier at monthly time step have been provided in the Mendeley data repository (velocity.rar). The high resolution Planet images could be very important for tracking fine scale glacier changes, evolution of ice-dammed lakes and mapping flood affected areas downstream post Lake Outburst at a daily time-step. The snout changes (snout.rar) and evolution of ice-dammed lake (ice_dammed_lake.rar) has been delineated from Cubesat images provided by Planet labs.
Experimental design, materials and methods
The surface velocity profiles of Shisper Glacier on monthly time-step were quantified using Correlation Image Analysis System (CIAS) algorithm [1 , 3] from panchromatic band (spatial resolution: 15 m) of Landsat 8 OLI images. The CIAS algorithm requires coregistered images of the same area acquired in two different time periods to compute surface velocity profiles. This method has been widely used for assessing surface glacier velocity profiles across mountain regions [2 , 4 , 5] .
The debris cover and moraines were delineated manually using on-screen digitization at 1:25,0 0 0 scale in GIS environment utilizing Landsat 8 OLI data (spatial resolution: 30 m) to capture the dynamics of these supraglacial features. Further, high resolution (3 m) Planet images were used to precisely track the snout advance of Shisper Glacier and development of icedammed lake at 1:20 0 0 scale. Depending upon the availability of cloud/snow free satellite data and rationale of research, the data was generated at monthly or sub-annual time step.
